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British Consulate, : 
MUNICH. , 


7th January, long. 


ome, 


ae “With reference | to my Bés.No: hd. SAN ae 
oie. May, 1947,. concerning Zionist. demor nee¥etions, ae 

I have the honour to report that I have n 
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oe, in. ch the removal of the American Maser 


this Consulate. : 


ee : ~The guard hea” now en maintained for.a. 


a matter of. ten months. In view of the trouble 


taken and the military personnel employed, a 


‘venture. to suggest ‘that. an official | expression 
_ of thanks ‘would: be ‘appreciated. This might - 
perhaps be. transmitted through the Political 
Division to General Clay or alternatively through 
: H.Ml.Consul-General in. Prana t to General 
| uePner., ise 


e: have the neneeet | to be, 
Sir, - 
Your obedie nt ; shumble servant, 
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for Foreign Affairs, 
FOREIGN OPFIGE, S.W. te 
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POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE FOR PALESTINE INC. 
Suite 208% 104 W. 70th St. New York 23, N.Y. 
January 20, 1948 


His Excellency 

The British A bassador 
British Embassy 
Washington, D.C. 


Excellency: 


Without referring to the controversy involving 
the British Occupation Forces in Palestine and their 
"neutrality" in the present undeclared war of the Arabs, 
the Political Action Committee for Palestine deems it 
its duty to raise the question of Jewish internees 
held by His Majesty's military in Palestine and Kenya, 


against whom charges were never filed. | 


| According to our records the number exceeds 
twelve hundred such internees, some of whom have been in 
captivity as long as five years without the benefit of | 
a hearing or any charges ever being brought against them, 


391440 ‘GY0934 J118Nd 


In view of the United Nations decision and in 
view of the contemplated British withdrawal from Palestine 
it is indefensible that at this erucial hour in the life 
of Palestine Jewry when every man is needed to strengthen 
the defense of his country, His Majesty's administration 
in Palestine should detain such a large number of able- 
bodied men, | | 


-:30uaLafay 


To avoid further disputes on the subject we choose 
not to discuss the flagrant violation of civil liberties 
which was perpetrated with the arrest and detention of | 
innocent men. We feel, however, that there is no justifica- 
tion, at this time, even from an Englishman's point of view, 
in continuing their Inprisonnent. — ——°°.-—-—— es 
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We should appreciate your acknowledgement of 
this letter and your intentions on the subject. 


Sincerely yours, 
POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE FOR PALESTINE INC. 
(Signed) BARUCH KORFF 
Rabbi Baruch Korff 
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ithe Secretary of State for the Home De- _ 


partment what information he has about: 
__ the formation in ‘this country of a Hebrew 
~ Legion; in particular by whom itis being 

| Taised; and what. steps will be taken to. 
Prevent its members from embarking from 

: this country for Palestine. ee 
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seven NOE 


| 


os ‘7 Mr. Ede: I have seen posters and litera- 
: Co | ture issued by a body in this coun 
‘ ; « ~ 4948 . ' : : eo 

A yareet 


- SENT To DEPT. 


calling: itself the Hebrew. Legion, which 
criticises the British administration in. 
_ {Palestine and calls upon Jews. to become! 
members for the salvation of the. Jewish | 
state. As regards the last part of the 
_ Question, I am not aware of-any attempt 
_ to. organise illegal entry into Palestine 


-:aduaLafay 


from this country, 


_Sir G. Jeffreys: Will the Home Secretary 
‘state whether it is lawful to use a force— 
‘because, presumably it ‘is a force—for 
operations in a country which is being 
-administered by thé British, or, alterna- 
tively, if it is the case that it is being 
administered by the United Nations, is it 
not contrary to the Foreign ‘Enlistment 
Act? oo en | 


Mr, Ede: No, Sir. I am informed, as 
the result of an investigation, that this 


body is not a force. 


- Mr. E. P, Smith: Is it likely that any 
sensible Hebrew would wish to transfer 
from austerity to purgatory? | 


_ Mr. H. Hynd: Would my tight: hon. 
Friend apply the Foreign Enlistment “Act 

_ to volunteers from: either side in Pales- 
tne? 

‘-.. -Mr. Ede: The. question of the-applica- 

‘tion of the’ Foreign’ Enlistment. Act has 

~~ not arisen.’ Hf:there. are infringements of 
the ‘Act, it. will be enforced. “ED” 
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QUESTION. 7. 


ee na eee ee /6 HEBREW LEGION (- pT ae tn 

to ee eeeee i 11. General Sir George Jeffreys as avl oN als oe Seok 

| eke | the Secretary of State for the Home De- 7 ae one a 
partment what information he has about | 

_ the formation in this country of a Hebrew 

Legion; in particular by whom it is being foo 
raised; and what steps will be taken to eee 
prevent its members from embarking from fe eee 
‘this country for Palestine. es es ee 
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Mr. Ede: I have seen posters and litera- 
ture issued by a body in this country 
‘calling itself the Hebrew Legion, which 
criticises the British administration in 
Palestine and calls upon Jews to become 
members for the salvation of the Jewish 
state. As regards the last part of the 
Question, I am not aware of any attempt 
to organise illegal entry into Palestine 
from this country. 
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Sir G. Jeffreys: Will the Home Secretary 
state whether it is lawful to use a force— 
because, presumably it is a force—for 
operations in a country which is being 
administered by the British, or, alterna- 
tively, if it is the case that it is being 


administered by the United Nations, is it 
not contrary to the Foreign Enlistment 


Act? 
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Mr, Ede: No, Sir. I am informed, as 
the result of an investigation, that this 
body is not a force. 


: Mr. E. P, Smith: Is it likely that any eh oe oe eee 
a sensible Hebrew would wish to transfer | - eee | gt ; 
7 from austerity to purgatory? ae 7 


| a Ses Mr. H. Hynd: Would my right hon. 

eo eee ae Ts teh Friend apply the Foreign Enlistment Act 

eee pee 5 to volunteers from either side in Pales- 
yon tine? 

‘< en | Mr. Ede: The question of the applica- 
eau | tion of the Foreign Enlistment Act has 
es : not.arisen. If there are infringements of 

the Act, it will be enforced. 


12 FEB 1948 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher/OTP 


Sir R, Cs | _— 


Oe 214 a0 » 12.16 p.m, 15th February, 1918 _ 
‘ 1.25 p.m, 15th February, 1948 
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Reference ny telegram No, 2009 of 1947, 


an 


Reliable information has been passed to ne by. 
Palestine Police and confirmed by &.S.Q. from an | 
independent source that the Stern Gang have again planned 
to assassinate Brigadier Clayton, 


reported to have been sent from 
ose and have been seen outside 

t Office in Cairo. One is known 
d a member of 


do Egyptian Police have been warned and are taking 
measures to protect Clayton but British security - : 
authorities consider it necessary for him to leave | 
igypt as soon as possible, I agree and Clayton proposes 
to leave for Beirut on Tuesday 17th February by air, 

From Beirut he would visit Damascus, 


4. Please inform me urgently if this is 
convenient to you and if [?grp. omtd. ] arranged adequate 
police protection for Clayton, 
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[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat ] 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and sheuld be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on], 


Cypher/OTP, | 
Secret, 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BRITISH MIDDIE 


BAST OFFICE CAIRO, 


No, 174, 
25th February 1948, 


IMMEDIATE, 


Following for Troutbeck, 
Personal, 


Cairo telegram No,211 [of February 15th: 
Brigadier Clayton | and subsequent correspondence, 


It has been suggested that it might be 
safer for Brigadier Clayton to move rather 


further afield for the time being, We leave it 


to you to make whatever arrangements you consider , 


best and we are sure that you will overlock ne 


reasonable precaution, I regret delay in reply. 
(Copy sent te Middle Hast Secretariat]. 
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“o 


‘D. 165 Dem. 16th February, 1948, 
Re 1.15 pom, 16th February, 198, | 


ite to the best 


Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat] 
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[This telegram is of particular. secrecy and shoul. d be 


. & 


retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. — 
Cypher/OTP, 


Mr. Broadmead, . ‘ ee | 
No, 96, . D, 12,50 p,m, 16th February 1948, 


16th February 1948, R, 2,0 pm, 16th February 1948, 


IVMEDIATE, 
TOP _SEORMT 
Addressed to Ca 


16th February, 
Telegram No, 22, 


. Of course I should be delighted : 
Clayton for a day or two but I hardly think 
protracted stay Would be opportune. Question of 
providing security has been referred to [gp. unde 
? Communications Department] and I Will telegraph 
as soon as vossible, JT cannot foresee that there 
should be any difficulty in my house but outside | 
it provision for instance of a detective in car would 
undoubtedly cause comment, | | 


[Copy sent to Middle Rast Secretariat, ] 
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, UK Delege tion New York, 


‘po aly. ee 
that if the ‘Arabs: in 
route e the signal for the ‘Aveb. 
This ‘would mala the situation 


, ) neiace potkeer vie a “litt tle ingen a Pal. ny 

and on aontte this to Weizmann, the latter had told 
hin that ae ao had heard similer rumours, Weizmann there- 

: fore asked our informant, in a letter which wes shown to us, 

Ato try to find out ‘whe ther these rumours had any basis,- This 
was t e reason for his visit to the Embassy, 7 
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gS of the | Bri tish authoriti es in England, oo 


cr of my staff who saw our informant wes very 

to commit himself in eny way, merely enquiring — 

Such an idea would be likely to have in Zionist. _ 

r mant seid that Weigmann would. be-prepared == © 

h Agency" over it, When asked about Silver's ff 
ther, in view of events at the Basle.congress _ 
>» Weizmann ’s views were likely to prevail, the 
hat most of the Jewish Agency would give ten — 
to see Silver and Neumsnn under ground, He ~ 
ore that Weizmann would in fact prevail, — | 


any solution which did not command the _ 
Arabs and Jews. He said that, in spite of | 
ain amongst Zionists in Palestine, it | 
a alised that the presence of British forces had © 
sible the continuance of Jewish life and the maintenance 
_ of all Jewish settlements up to the present. They felt — 
© long.as British troops remained in the country there | 
a! be no official intervention by the Arab states. His | 
| ddea seemed to be that the British forces would have to play 
|... RO active part, that the Jews Could deal with Arab disturbances 
in Pelestine itself, and that the mere presence of British ~~ 
forces would prevent outside intervention, | we 


/.. The informsnt went on to say that the Jews might also 
_ be prepared to ask the United Nations Commission that Britain 
_ Should continue to maintain bases in Palestine. This he 
_ thought would in fact be opposed only by a very: small group 
_ who followed Dr. Sneh, and by the Stern Gang. With the 
_ exception of a few small points on which there was still 
 @isagreement, Dr, Silver had succeeded in bringing about an 
accord between the Heganah end the Irgun end he believed 
“herefore that the Irgu would in the circumstances be prepared | 
pe ase. their activities against the British forces, .If 
_ BELtein would help in the manner he had described, the Jewish 
a _ Agency would be prepared to risk the hostility of the Soviet 
| ‘Union, since they did not want any Soviet inflvence in Palestine, 
It was pointed out. to him that the Soviet Union would be most | 
Unlikely to agree to the retention of bases in Palestire by. 
‘Britain, But he appeared to think thet this difficulty could 
in some manner be overcome, He added that, if expense were in 


/question, 
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question, the Jewish Agency gould help by means of a fund. 
_ Which they had been collecting, over and sbove that which 
was being raised by the united Jewish appeal, This fund 
had risen to over one and a half million dollars in ten days. 


8, It was pointed out to our informent that the whole 
. Scheme of course amounted to indirect implementation by 
Britain of a solution which.was wnecceptable to the Arabs and 
that he must realise that no comment thereon could be expected 
from this Embassy, He said that he fully realised this, but 
would be grateful if it could be passed on to the proper 
quarters, If some indication could be given to him privately - 
as to whether or not the scheme was within the realm of | 
possibility he would inform Dr. Weizmsnn, He was told that 
we Would of course be prepared to pass on what he had said, 
but he was warned not to raise any false hopes, a 
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9, TI assume that there is not the least chance that His 
Majesty's Government will accept these proposals which are 
tantamount to a plea that we should hold the ring until such’ . 
time as the United Nations Commission can bring partition into 
effect. I should however be grateful if you would inform me - 
what reply, if any, should be returned to our informant, (Your 
telegram under reference arrived after his visit). | 
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10, Please treat the above as strictly confidential, since 

_ the informsnt is well disposed towards us and has of ten been . 

- helpful; He would of course get into serious. trouble with his 
own people if his visit to us became known, It was probably. 
for this reason thet he chose to speak to us here, rather then _ 
to the United Kingdom Delegation at New York, -He would of course 
convey to Dr. Weizmann anything you may authorise us to say to 
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391440 ‘QY0938 Jiiand 


rgonal - from Secretary of: Sta =: 
sign ecr tary and rime Minist r. 


i. of the situation as I hav 


aduarafay 


is Cs ie in the task of © 
e partial, as they see it, to the 
e. and to the Arab States and stop 
b gat Be They recognise our. 
Won the announced dates even 
e should degenerate nto 
force to con TOL it 


made ‘it: sisar Tang! the Jews themselves will 
le eae ility for this situat 
may be, they emphasised that the Jews would 


Ei | 
fight for their sta eto the last. 


: | ency are kee ing up their pressure on the 
press the White House and the State Department, They 
are disappointed and bégoming disillusioned and wild 

e vy speeches agginst us are still made by 
some American Zionists, The sheet anchor of Jewry, 
friendship with Britaig, which they had gravely 
abused is, as Weizmann had warned them, no longer to 
hand in the perilous waters into which they have 


drifted, . 


3, The New York press though less bitter against 
the United Kingdom than formerly is still critical 


that 
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am Dw 


that we have denied a port : te the Jews, rejected 
trek ressive transfer of authority, insist 
pequat uate ¢ bexied Detween n the Count setont ao arrival 
and ak eat ion: of A man dat 
in J arabian fog of s 
to the’ Com 


me bi si 
one 


: pares oF ee 
the debates in 
| emergence | 


Lesion the ie ent of 

7 "be ‘treated lightly, It 
of vi gt be treated 14 Oo accept 
‘Assembly resolution of | 


N ovenber tens © , 
salts mente, the Chairmen. <fna neubers of the 


Pale at mt I atten ded a 
formal session ary 19th. e Co 
pe plexed by. the magnitude and sarrteage ies © 
task, They wish to get their staff te Palestine 
without delay and themselves te arrive see! sr than 
we can permit, The Chairman and Bunche beth see eur 
peint e? view ‘but it is evident that. in view ef the 
mecertainties ef their pesitien in ‘Palestine after 
May 15th they feel that there is a great deal ef 
preparatery werk which can enly be dene en the spe 
even if as much as pessible is settled in New Yerk 
and Lenden beferehend, I. reneyed the di fftoulty. abeut 
facilities fer the departure ef their first sta 
greup ef six and teld them that while we ceuld net 
extend the fertnight's everlap we sheuld be prepared 
te receive the Cemmission in Lenden en reute te 
Palestine, They Will ceme te Lenden Paeat ly: tewards: 
the end ef March te cenclude eutstand discussiens. 
In early April they will receive a repert frem their 
staff in Palestine en the pesitien there and then 
discuss further lans with us, There are, hewever, 
a great number ef matters te be discussed tn New 


erk yet,: 


5 The cress examination of me by the the Commission 
later in the week lasted nearly feur heurs, They were 
friendly and critical but ceuld have appreached heir 
preblems in @ mere practical s init, 

criticiems currently ventilate in the’ press Were shet 
at me snd met. They are net hap PRY at eur refusal te 
permit the creation ef a militia the Jewish State 


befere 


aM SIADTS IN AORN Were deeae aa aae TEN 


i iia angie Sold TE wanna een 
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before we transfer civil authority, The whole of 
their present work, however, is overshadowed by their 
report to the Security Comcil for they feel that 
their terms of reference are e aekitt difficult of 
fulfilment and that they must be provided with 
adequate means of carrying out their task. JI think 
it not unlikely that they will throw in their hands 
if the Security Council is unable to meet their 
request for a force, 


6. I have also seen the Secretary General (who 
is much concerned that Palestine should not now 
destroy the prestige of the United Nations) and also 
the Chairman of the Security Council, There seems to 
be much going on behind the scenes since the request 
to the Security Council has put everyone on the spot 
especially the United Nations which blundered into 
the present situation and the United States who 
encouraged it to do so, There is widespread fear of 
the pa HUES EES) Lay, American policy is as yet 
an cnigna but it is the subject of much speculation 
that the United States in spite of Jewish pressure will 
Seek some Way of evading the issue by proposin 
conciliation or by calling for a Special Assembl 
on the pave that the Resolution of November 30th is 
unworkable, In that event we shall no doubt be 
asked to hold on in Palestine some time longer. 
I have made it clear wherever possible that our dates 
cannot be postponed, In any case there will be 
opposition both to the prevision of an international 
ferce and te a compremise that may either attempt 
to sell the Arabs a pip in a peke or alternatively 
snatch from the Jews the verdict ef the Assembly, 
In either event Palestine weuld be thrown inte cenflict 
and chaes on eur withdrawal, I have net asked fer 
further instructiens on the Cemissien's special 
repert te the General Assembly as it preved te be 
What had been anticipated and its peints are a pene 
Sk fda the instructions received befer I left 
on 


391440 GY093N IITENg 


‘eo played an woebtrusive yet effective 
art en the Jerusalem prepesais and the Trusteeship 
euncil is werking en them now, The preblem ef 

security in Jerusalem after May 15th centinueg te 

werry the Cemmissien, Bums hes issued the necessary 
pear ta h in the Trusteeship Ceuncil en the dangers 

ef delay, 
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8. The cemmen view expressed here is that eur 
Perey is pre-Arab, It has been widely cenvassed 
hat my instructions are te thwart the United Natiens 
in the implementation ef its Palestine pslicy te 
create a situatien which will lead te revisien ef the 
partitien plan, te ebstruct the Cemmissien se as te 
preduce chases and cenflict in Palestine and te vete 
any reselutien in the Security Ceuncil in faveur ef 
acequate means ef enfercement, This line ef ceurse 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy a | ould be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher/orP | 7 ~ PILES. 


ir ‘De 3. 50 p.m. Sth March, 1948. 
pth Mareh,1948, R. 6. 34 pom. Sth March, 1948, 
Repeated to British Middle East Office Cairo 


391440 0490938 9178Ng 


Following from Clayton for r Wright, 
B.M.B.0. telegram No, 81 to Foreign office, 


I do not know how much, if any, danger there is ¢ f the 
gang attempting to carry out their reputed thy ° 

1d remark that the present threat is the third tH 

t we years and nothing happened in the ‘Previous 


> : 
e 
4 

oO | 
a 

9) 

S 

‘ 


P ) not, of course, Wish to be an eubarrs snent to. 
ssty's Government or to the arab Governments who 
e Lo cing after me, but it seems to me intolerable that 
one’s movements should be dictated and one’s work impeded 
by threats of. thugs. 


3. I had intended, subject to M, Troutbeck's approval, 
to return to Cairo about the 9th thereafter visiting 
Amman, Jerusalem, and the Persia an Gulf, 


_ I should be back in Cairo in time for the Keetdug of 
the Arab League. I am, however, awaiting in ructions here. 


[Copy sent to Mr. Wright] . 
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eipran Ab Gr. garticular secrecy and should be | 
yy the authorised recipient and not passed. on 


39143430 -GYy0938 IIT8NYg 
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your r tlegren Mo.249 Lot March 5th n: Brigadier 
Clayton]. - 


Following for clayton from Wright. 
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i ‘struggle for its implementation 
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change might be followed by. others -and 


os ane ot but also ‘the cutting off of 
“the only link - connecting ‘the three parts 
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ion ‘of the bridge. which - would render. 
ossible. the restoration of the country’s’ 
; integrity in ‘future. 

Long and. artifical frontiers ‘are to se- 
.parate. the two: states. It follows that. the 
ferritory ‘allotted for the J ewish state 


fan’ only. be preserved if the common 


myiramework for the three political- bodies 
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ed. But if this common framework is 


disturbed by the annexation to. Trans- 


Jordan of the Arab part of Palestine the 
quesion of frontier adjustments’ will 
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Also, it is well known that the: Trans- 
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ment of British war bases. Should the 
Arab part of Palestine be annexed to the 
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territory of ‘Frans-Jordan, the British; 
would: have the: opporunity | to. set: up. 
bases. also in Western Palestine, that . 

in the: proximit of our frontiers.. "qlee 
bases. would. be a permanent threat ‘to our. 
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-In this. regard. 
: are}, nO. differences of ./opinion, ex- 
cepting: tlie . doctrinarians of the leftist — | 
parties “who ‘pecomie ‘confused . due to.» 
their. hostility to. their. political rivals. —- 
In. order to meet. the sine re wish of the 
masses;. negotiations. have been continu- 
ing: for: weeks but so far without substan- 
| -gince the. party which. domi- 
es “the ‘Yishuv . and the Zionist organi- 
gation does not want such an agreement. 
Pee all it fea 3 that it would. lose its 
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one. hand, in order to gratify its members 
and’ the - masses’ longing for unity, it is: 
continuing © the negotiations, _ whispering © 


that the agreement is on the way;. how-. 
ever, it actually hampers such an agree 
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ment! 
Meanwhile: time is pressing and -. our 


situation. is. steadily. deterior rating. There . 
is still no- united front which ‘under, one— 
supreme command should peat. our -ene- | 


mies and bring freedom to cur homeland. : 
: (Hamashkif, ed.) 
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: Sag. 0 I have the honour to invite: your . 
reference to the instructions contained in the 
‘second paragraph of Foreign Office despatch No. 
350 oe 6979 32 a of 20th ft Augodt 1947 7 cogent , 


- tee issue. ee a new 7 paaapert, | ‘hia “old 3 passport 
156586 iesued at vias a on 4th September 
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¢ 


the piveale at verified this to be the case, 


= | In these ciroumstances and. in 
accordance with tho. instructions referred to above, 


issue of a new passport in favour of YUSSUF MECHA 
and to request your instructions. | 


Lo Oe 
~t 
Seaman 
™=—_ 
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> ~) 
am 
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I have the honour to be, 
With the highest respect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient 
humble Servant, 
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Conversation with Mz 8. ‘Salmon and ‘sir Robert 
These ‘two ‘gentlemen eane. te 


After stating that unless so: 7 
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~ : 2 repens SS | Palestine resulting in the compl te tok 


: : showed | tip, er 
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to make them face up to their. responsibilities. 
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I mentioned to you this morning that Mr. S. Salmon 


and Sir Robert Waley Cohen had asked to see me this afternoon 


about Palestine. When they arrived they told me that they 


realised I could not speak to them officially, but in view of — 
the fact that I knew them both personally they would be. | 


aad 


gratefullfor any purely private advice I could give them abpr 
| 3 | ee ewe 
an approach they proposed to make to Judge Proskauer. | 


basis of this approach was that the moderate Jews in London 
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had met recently and had decided that unless something drastic 
were done there was every chance of a blood-bath in Palestine [i 
resulting in the complete obliteration of the Jews there by the 


Arabs. They assumed, however, that it was in present circum- 
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stancéS impossible for any individual Jew or -Arab to get up and | 
propose a policy which was not 100% in accordance with Zionist 
or Arab national aspirations. > | 

| With this preface, Sir Robert Waley Cohen then showed me 
the draft of a letter which he proposed to send to Judge 


Proskauer, who he was confident had great influence with the 


American Administration. He told me that he had already 
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spoken to Judge Proskauer yesterday on the telephone, and had 
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. found him most anxious to help, and in particular to curb anti- & 
‘Sir Robert 


British feeling in Zionist quarters in America. 
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Waley Cohen's letter opened rather on the lines I have 
described above, and went on to urge that Judge Proskauer 


should use all his influence with the American Administration 
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to make them face up to their responsibilities in regard to 


Palestine. It proposed that the Americans should impose, if 


necessary by force, a truce from which the Arabs would gain 
the postponement and probable eventual abandonment of the 
present partition plan, and the Jews would gain their 


continued existence in Palestine without massacre. Since, 
F 


than the 


however, in the short run the Jews would lose more 


Arabs,/ [i Ba ad eles SPE Gy eS 


‘Arabs, they might be. compensated by agreement to immediate 
immigration from the camps in Cyprus. 


however, 


and to. prevent the 


‘Soviet instigation gaining control or at 
least further enbrotting the Jews and the Arabs. ‘The letter” 
also suggested that anti-British Sentiment among American 


4ionists must be dampea down. 
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The letter, which was one of about five pages, suggested 
very briefly in two. Places that if anti-British sentiment among | 
American Zionists was damped down and if the Americans were 


ready to send troops. to Palestine, then the British Government 
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‘might be ready to play their part. | 

IT told my. visitors that I was not ina position to give 
them any official advice, which they quite realised. I saia, 
however, in ‘reply to their ‘Specific question as to whether any 


thing in their letter ran contrary to the wishes of the British 


0€989 / Te O 


Government, that I thought 


(a) that anything done as between British Jews and inertoan 
Jews to bring home to the American Government and people their 


no ponsi bilities in regard to Palestine was quite all right, 
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enforcing any solution unacceptable 


to Jews or Arabs, it would be rash to give © Tudge Proskauer the 


the Debate yesterday. fT had the impression that my visitors 


would modify their letter in this sense, 
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When the Stern Gang's threat to assassinate 
Brigadier Clayton was considered two months AZO, 
it was decided that Brigadier Clayton should not 
for the moment return to Cairo, where the danger 
appeared to be greatest, but should for a few 
weeks visit more outlying parts of the Arab world. 
At his own urgent request, Brigadier Clayton was 
allowed to return to Cairo for the recent meeting 
of the Council of the Arab League, but is now 
visiting Aden. Brigadier Clayton has pointed 

E40CT - FLAG A out that he cannot fulfil his duties if he has to 

spend his time journeying in the remoter parts 

of the Arab world in order to avoid the threat 
of assassination and that if the cause of his 
wanderings became known, it would be damaging 
to British prestige. He has urged that. he 
Should be allowed to resume his ordinary duties, 
living in Cairo with such extra police protection 
as may be thought necessary. Mr. Troutbeck has 
Supported this view, whilé emphasising that, - 
although all possible precautions are being taken, 
this cannot completely avert the danger. 
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_It is for consideration, therefore, whether 
we should now authorise Mr. Troutbeck to allow 
Brigadier Clayton to do as he suggests. The 
only satisfactory alternative would appear to be 
to recall Brigadier-Clayton to this country. 
While this would ensure his safety, we should 
then have to find him a successor, who might, 
in his turn, be threatened by Jewish terrorists. 
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Sth May, 1948. 


BRITISH MIDDLE EAST-OFFICE, — 


80 a2 ig 
10, Sharia lolumbat, CAIRO. 


ae PERSONAL. ae fas - ve : 22nd March, 1948, 


| prs rurroun 


I have just returned from Baghdad preparatory to setting 


out on the next stage of my reluctant and humiliating heeira - 
Ramely to Bahrain. it is not that I don't want to go there - 


J 


4 had intended te do so soon = but I should not have chosen this | 
moment to be absent from Cairo, == ©” 


I had a talk. 
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¥ night before last before 


he left, and : said : 
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tremist parties | 
but coming as it does | 
net see how it could : 
ded in their attempt. 
for my personal safety, then, apart — 
cal of the danger, I see na reason 
any more protection than are thedundreds 
S in Palestine whe have to carry on. 
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| Pas : | 
‘So far the Press, Jew and Arab, have refrained from comment i 
onthe rather theatbical precautions taken by the police and on 
my rapid and mysterious movements but it would not surprise me 
if they began to write about it. Should they de so I. cannot 
believe it would be anything but bad for our prestige. Azzam, 
for instance, is just as much threatened as 1 am but beyond the 
normal precuations of guards and plain clothes men he takes no 
netice of it, 
| 1 do / 
Michael Wright, Esq., C.M.G., 


Foreign Office, | 
| LONDON, S.W. 1, 
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I do urge therefore, that so-far as the F.0. 
is concerned 1 be allowed to live my normal life 


with such protection as the local police authorities 
I am as careful of my own skin. 


think advisable. o 
as anyone else and am not likely to take unnecessary 
risks but I do find this secret flight from place to 
place humiliating to a degree. 


‘I am sending a copy of this letter to 
Chapman-Andrews. — | : 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be retained 
by the authorised recipient and net passed op]. 


Cypher /OTP FILES 


FROM BRITISH MIDDLE EAST OFF 
0 FOREIGN OFFICE _ 


2 116. 8.17,.p.m. April 9th, 1948, 
April 9th, 1948, 9.50.p.m, April 9th, 1948, 


TOP_SHCRET, 


Following for Mr, Wright from Mr, Troutbeck, 


| . : 
Your telegram No, 267, 


I also was aunt essed 0 Clayton's argument and would not 
Wish to object to his carrying out his normal programme but 

af course it mst be understood that there is a risk which no 
recautions can obviate, Clayton readily gives the assurance 
hat. he will take all possible precautions and I do net think 
that the present police arrangements can be improved, TI am 
consulting security officers about the best place f@ hin te 
live in but we assume thet if they urge his leaving his present 
flat His Majesty's Government will bear any necessary expense 
arising from the breach of contract, 


ae ae oe we | 2, I am consulting the Governor about suitable date for 
Zee a in ee his visiting Aden but it would be better to leave it until 
as | - ee after next meeting of the jrab League Political Committee 
| : “ Which is to open on April 10th. 


a : ar ee eee [Gopy sent to ir. Wright]. 
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PSs 


- British Legation, 


I notice that in the supplementary report about the explosion at the 


Jewish Agency building on the 11th March sent by Fletcher-Cooke to the - 
Principal Secretary to the United Nations Commission on Palestine, P(NY 46 


Of the 13th March, various details are given about the American Consular 


ear which was said to have been carrying the. explosive. Porter, the 
American. Consul in Jerusalem at the time, stayed with Dundas a few days' 


‘ago on his way to take up his. new post in Cyprus and gave him privately 
the fot ordlne account. | 7 | 


39145340 OY0934 9178Ng 


Antoune Davia, a Christian Arab fran Bogota > Was engaged as a driver 
at the American Consulate a year ago. One of his jobs was to collect each 
“morning. fran. the barrier outside the Jewish Zone the Jewish typists employed 

2 UeS. Consulate. He became friendly with them and later was allowed — 

» Jewish Guards to pai Ss the road ‘block and pick: up the: girls: fron. | 
Over a pe Z . 

, . upplying the with eggs and fruit from the Arab markets, which | 
3 , Jews otherwise found great diff culty in obtai He began to boast . 
mt he could get anything | the Jews wanted for them, even, arms, and was 

eventually entrusted with one hundred. pounds Palestinian by the Security — 

Guards of the Jewish 4g ney to purchase grenades fron Arab. sources. tee 


| At this stage he went to Abdul. Quader Husseini and tola him the 
poddtion. Two hundred and fifty pounds ofemmanol was made up into two 
packages with grenades on top and placed in the boot of the American 
Consulate car with a time bomb in the middle. David drove the car into the 
Jewish area and was allowed to pass inside the Agency; (he would not have 
been allowed to do this unless an arrangement had been made with the 
Security Guards befor hand). He parked the car inside, left the keys 

with the Security Guards, and said. he would be back ina quarter of an hour. 


The explosion occurred a few minutes later. 


Tumediately afterwards a senior official of the Jewish Agency called 
on Porter to protest against the misuse of the American Consulate car, which 
had caused the explosion. Porter said he would make enquiries and an hour © 
or two later visited the Jewish Agency with a list of written questions to 
which he required answers. First of these questions was why the American | 
Consulate car had been allowed inside the Jewish Agency without search, all 
cars normally being searched even if a Foreign Consular Official is inside. 
From that time on no further reference was made by the Agency to the misuse 
of the American Consular car, either directly or indirectly, and this aspect 
of the matter was eliminated from the Palestine Post and Hebrew Press. 
Porter's explanation is that at first the Security section of the Agency 
and the Political section had not been in contact, but the latter, as soon 
as they discovered officials of the Jewish Agency had been trying to abuse 
consular privilege, realised that they had better keep quiet. . 
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Antoune David is now believed to be in Syria. 


BAB. Burrows 25846 3 
Foreign Office, 
we 


